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$14K in Senior Scholarships Awarded
SEF continued its tradition in 2020 and 2021 of  awarding 
scholarships to graduating seniors for their achievements. More 
than 40 applications were received each year, giving our scholarship 
committee some tough decisions. Each scholarship is worth $1,000.

Excel Award: given to a senior who has demonstrated academic 
excellence and outstanding, creative effort to reach graduation.
Winner 2020: Athena Traver
Winners 2021: Daniel Turner, Danielle Acocella

Maddy Manzella Memorial Award: named for the beloved 
SIS faculty member, this is given to a senior who has overcome 
challenges and obstacles to succeed in life.
Winner 2020: Alexandra Leff
Winners 2021: Shane Repp, Daniel Turner

Citizenship Award: given to a senior who has demonstrated 
significant community service and leadership in Somers
Winner 2020: Lily Laredo
Winner 2021: Kaitlyn DeRosa, Juliana Aiello

Jack Kearney Memorial 
Athletic Award: given to a senior 
who has shown the most dedication 
to improving over the years as an 
athlete and who has represented 
Somers well through sportsmanship 
& leadership
Winner 2020: Drew Lasher
Winner 2021: Natalia Rukaj, 
Daniel Turner

Lynn Adams Memorial Community Award: given to the 
senior who has demonstrated outstanding volunteer service to the 
Somers community and the school district
Winner 2020: Isabella DeFeo

Alternative Pursuits Award: given to the senior who has 
demonstrated excellence in pursuing an alternative course of  study 
to a traditional four-year college, such as a trade school or technical 
program.
Winner 2020: Abigail Brooks
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PRIMROSE ELEMENTARY
Teachers Samantha Berg and Julianna 
Hatjygeorge received a grant to purchase 
an independent reading level library to help 
supplement the existing library in their first-
grade classroom. This helps fill the needs 
of  the various reading and comprehension 
levels in their class, which includes students 
with individual education plans.

SOMERS INTERMEDIATE
SIS received  its annual grant to help fund 
the Author’s Day celebration in honor of  
teacher Kay Staplin, an SIS teacher for 34 
years and an SEF founder. Please see details 
and photos on page 2!

SOMERS HIGH
Teachers Barbara Bird and Chrissy 
Lepkowski received a grant to purchase 
two telescopes and related equipment for an 
astronomy program and to begin a club.

Student Connor Durso received a grant 
to start a “Best Buddies” club. Best Buddies 
is an international friendship club which 
promotes social inclusion, independence 
and empowerment for people with 
disabilities.

DISTRICT
SEF awarded a grant to fund the costs of  
mandatory AP - Advanced Placement and 
IB - International Baccalaureate exams this 
spring for students who needed financial 
assistance. The grant was received by SEF 
and was fully funded through a partnership 
with a local organization, Sons of  
Somers, which has been making an effort 
to show their support to Somers specific 
organizations. The District and SEF thank 
them.



Event Highlights

SEF raised more than $8,000 at its 20th annual golf  
outing held September 24, 2020 at Anglebrook Golf  
Club in Lincolndale. A socially-distanced group of  36 
golfers played the exclusive, scenic course and enjoyed 
a lunch, reception, dinner and prizes on a picture-
perfect day. Thanks to the Anglebrook team and to all 
who participated. Our 2021 outing was held June 17 at 
Anglebrook with a sellout of  44 golfers.

SEF Golf Outings Continue to be an In-Person Hole-in-One Hit
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Author’s Day at SIS!
Somers Intermediate School hosted its annual Author’s 
Day celebration on April 16, 2021. SEF was proud 
to again help sponsor this event. Although it was held 
virtually, both the authors and the students still had a 
great time and learned a lot from each other as they 
discussed how characters, stories and books are created. 

Shown here are author Jo Pitkin and 4th grader Gigi, 
and author James Preller and 5th grader Cassidy. A third 
author, Susan Hood, also participated.

Thank you to all of  our sponsors and donors for 
both outings, including All New York Title Agency, 
Anglebrook Golf  Club, Chicago Title Insurance 
Company, City Carting and Recycling, DeCicco and 
Sons Markets, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Forbes Insurance, 
Hirschen, Singer & Epstein PC, II Forno Italian 
Kitchen, Keane & Beane PC, Mexican Shack, Mount 
Kisco Dental Group, PKF O’Connor Davies, Orrick, 
Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, Prestige Restoration & 
Maintenance, Route 100 Market, Royal Coach Lines, 
Susan B. Hintze, LMT and Bisogni Chiropractic, T3 
Logo Wear, The Paramount at Somers. 

Somers Young Talent Shines at Virtual 
Variety Show
The show must go on! While the pandemic precluded 
an in-person event for the first time in 20 years, more 
than one dozen acts involving talented children from 
Primrose, SIS and SMS performed at the SEF’s Virtual 
Variety Show broadcast on  January  29, 2021. Singing, 
dancing, piano playing, yo-yoing and other acts were on 
the entertainment menu for the online  audience. The 
show also featured clips of  past performances plus new 
performances from previous participants who are now 
college students! Special thanks to Route 100 Market 
which donated cloth bags and fresh-baked cookies for 
watchers to enjoy at home! We look forward to the show 
returning in-person in 2022. 



Teachers. Students Create Face Shields 
With SEF Grant  
In April 2020, SEF was pleased to award a $3,500 grant 
to SMS/SHS technology teachers Matt Lugo, Rich 
DeVito and Ed Amato to purchase five 3D printers. 

They used the 
printers to create 
and produce 
hundreds of  face 
shields which 
were delivered to 
healthcare workers 
throughout the 
region as the 
pandemic was 
unfolding. Shown 
is a printer during 
the production. 
We are proud of  
their efforts to 
make a difference 
and happy to 
support!  
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Primrose and SIS Students Win Big With 
WizFit Challenge
Making lemonade from lemons! That’s what the SEF 
did this spring when it was forced to cancel its annual 
Harlem Wizards Basketball Extravaganza for the second 
consecutive year after presenting the event for 22 years. 
Instead, we teamed up with the Wizards, who had to 
change their business model created in 1962, to bring 
the “WizFit” Challenge to Primrose and SIS students. 
The challenge was designed to build students’ fitness and 
character while serving as a fundraiser. Wizards stars 
“Broadway” and “Swoop” met with the students and 
challenged them to watch a series of  six interactive videos 
to help them get fit while being coached on character. 
Character topics are Wellness, Imagination, Zero Hate, 
Fun, Inspiration and Teamwork (WIZFIT). More than 
550 students participated and received a bracelet and 
certificate just for registering. Meantime, their parents 
were provided software for creating a personalized web 
page for donations. More than $27,000 was raised, of  
which SEF received a graduated percentage.

The program ended with an online graduation and celebration featuring basketball tricks and a dance party. Thank 
you to everyone! SEF wishes to thank M&T Bank, Penny Lane Dance Studio, Summer Trails Day Camp 
& Baseball Camp and the Somers Record for their generous sponsorships of  the WizFit program. We plan to 
continue the program in 2022, ahead of  the  23rd  annual game featuring  the Wizards and the Somers Wiz-Busters, 
scheduled for May 13, 2022.  



facebook.com/sefny

We are always looking for new Trustees, Affiliates and
Members. Email us to get started today!

@somerseducationfoundation@SomersEducation info@sefny.org

Somers
Education
Foundation

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Glenn Hintze ~ President
Vicki Durso ~ VP
Sarena Meyer ~ Treasurer
Janet Holmes ~ Sec./Scholarships 
Rosalind Gallino ~ Grants
Jason Klatsky ~ Webmaster
Eric Morrissey 
Tom Newman
Brian Resnick
Rose Rotunno
Steve Sledzik

AFFILIATES
Jennifer Azimi
Jeff Feldman
Jennifer Forsberg
Lindsay Portnoy 
Jud Siebert

January 2022: SEF Variety Show 

April-May 2022: WizFit Challenge

May 13th, 2022: Harlem Wizards Game

June 2022: Anglebrook Golf  Outing 

Other events will be scheduled.
Please check our website for details!

UPCOMING

EVENTS

Gala and Hall of Fame Update 
SEF has been proud to host an annual Gala for 20 
years during which we induct deserving individuals (and 
sometimes groups) into our Hall of  Fame for their efforts 
in making a difference in the lives of  Somers’ children. 
Of  course, in 2020, we had to cancel this celebration—
twice. Called “A Touch of  Red and Silver,” it was to mark 
the SEF’s 25th Anniversary as an organization. We had 
also selected three outstanding individuals for Hall of  
Fame induction, including longtime community leader 
and SEF board member Jeff Feldman, Somers High 
School teacher and Student Council advisor Doreen 
Stoecker and longtime town coach and Boy Scout leader 
Dominic Veltri. We are determined to honor these folks 
and celebrate our organization. Stay tuned for future 
announcements!

SEF Creates and Delivers Masks to All 
District Employees
In September 2020, SEF created and made nearly 600 
masks custom masks for every employee of  the Somers 
Central School District. The red masks, with the SEF 
logo and the district’s 
motto of  “Better. 
Stronger. Together” 
were delivered to 
all buildings as a 
small token of  our 
appreciation for the 
incredible dedication, 
workload and 
professionalism everyone has demonstrated throughout 
the pandemic. Thank you!

GiveButter Campaign
Yields More Than $2K
With the pandemic forcing us to cancel most of  our 
events, SEF, like many organizations, has had to look at 
other ways to fundraise to allow us to continue awarding 
grants and scholarships. We launched a fundraising 
campaign in conjunction with “Giving Tuesday” in 
November 2020 and by the end of  the year had raised 
over $2,100, which went directly toward our awarding 
capabilities. We thank everyone who generously 
supported this effort during these difficult times for all.

Congratulations Coach DeMatteo!
SEF extends its congratulations to SHS Football Coach 
Tony DeMatteo on his retirement after 52 years of  
coaching high school football. A 2006 SEF Hall of  Fame 
inductee for all his positive contributions, DeMatteo won 
360 games and two state championships including the 
2016 title with Somers, and helped thousands of  young 
people along the way. Thank you for everything! 

Several Opportunities to Support SEF
SEF offers many ways to support the work that we do! 
One is to attend our  Community Events---see our 
calendar on the back page of   this  newsletter! Another 
is through membership. Several levels of  tax-deductible   
membership  are  offered. To see  them and enroll, please 
visit www.sefny.org/donations/. Finally, you can support 
us when you shop on Amazon as SEF is enrolled in the 
Amazon Smile program. Log on to smile.amazon.com 
and you can designate us as your beneficiary charity!


